SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS

HOPE
Hope in the truth of God’s Word as shown in Jesus Christ, does not leave us disappointed. (Rom.5:1- 5)

The question I find I must ask myself is this, “Today, where am I choosing to place my hope for my past, present and future?”  This is a choice which I and I alone, can, and must, make for myself, because, having been reborn of God’s Word, I’ve been set free from the power of sin, free to choose where I place my hope. (1Pet.1:23) 

The sin nature I was born with, just like everyone else, caused me, and will continue to cause me if I let it, to invariably choose the wrong thing for myself.  But now, having, under the guidance of, and by the power of God’s Spirit, put my trust in what he has done for me in Jesus Christ on Calvary, I am free to make a choice, and, most importantly, to act on that choice. (Jh.1:12, 8:12, 31 & 36)

The amazing truth revealed in God’s Word, is that, if I will only continually choose to put my trust in the facts contained there, and place my hope in the truth of his promises, then that hope which he gives me will not only not disappoint me or let me down, but will in fact cause my hope in him to soar to a level which is quite unimaginable to the natural man or woman.

It really becomes much more than just a hope.  It becomes an expectation of a reality which is truly mind blowing.   That expectation is that when he, the Spirit of Christ, is finished his work in us who have truly and wholeheartedly believed, we will be exactly like Jesus in all his perfection and glory.

For those of us who have chosen, under the leading and guiding of the Holy Spirit, to believe all of our God’s Word, as shown in Jesus Christ, and have also decided, in the strength and ability of the same Spirit, to disregard all teachings and doctrines not contained in that Word, these are the things which the Spirit says; 

“God chose us from the beginning to be saved through sanctification by the Spirit, and belief in the truth.  And he has called us through the gospel, so that we may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2Thess.2:13-14)
“Those whom God foreknew, he predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Rom.8:29)
“Beloved, we are God’s Children now.  And even though it’s not yet completely clear what we will be like, we do know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  And everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself as he (Christ) is pure.” (1Jh.3:2-3)
“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  And we all, with (open) unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another.  And this comes from (is brought about by) the Lord, who is the Spirit.” (2Cor.3:17-18)
Surely this hope, this expectation, must leave all other things which we’ve been looking to, pale into insignificance, especially as, very sadly, we’re living in a time and place where, even among those who are supposed to be God’s people, hopes and expectations seem to be focused almost exclusively on natural things.  

Back when Terri and I were young, before we were reborn of God’s Word, which admittedly was in another society and another time, our main hope, and I’d venture to say that of most of our peers, at least in the ’western’ world, was to get a job, save as much money as we possibly could, find a home, either by renting, which was the way most started, or by buying or building, with the expectation of starting a family and working for the future, particularly that of our children.  The hope was that, generally, we’d find our fulfillment and futures in that family situation.  

When we look around us today, we see, sadly, that things have not worked out so well for many people we knew.  The hope for their future fulfillment in these things has led to disappointment and disillusionment for many. 

 But now, the focus of most people’s hopes had changed, with nearly everything centered on self, on our interests and on our possessions.  And while, back in our young days, quality of life was measured more by a two-way loving, caring, and giving, than anything else, now it seems to be much more measured by what we’ve accumulated, the commercial value of our house, (not looked on so much as a home anymore), our retirement fund, our portfolio of investments, etc.  Nevertheless, all of those different focuses were, and are, on physical, natural things.

The sad thing about all of these improved present day hopes and expectations, is that all a person has to do is look around to see hopeless, despairing sadness and discontentment spreading like an insidious disease, and seems to be happening at an ever increasingly alarming rate among those who claim the name “Christian”.  

In listening to the radio news the other day, we, that’s Terri and I, heard that the greatest single concern among young people is a lack of hope, leading to suicide.  It’s not that long ago where such thoughts and ideas were unheard of among the vast majority of teenagers.  

Yet for those who care to look, there are still individuals and groups of God’s children, just like in some of the churches of Revelation chapters two and three, who have not allowed their robe of Christ’s righteousness to be permanently soiled by the world or the flesh with their false values and hopes, but have instead turned back to the Almighty Word, and been cleansed by it’s waters, and by his blood. (Eph.5:25-26, 1Jh.1:7)  They have fully set their hope on the grace that is coming to us at the revelation of Christ Jesus. (1Pet.1:13, 2Thess.2:13-14, Rom.8:29)

Which path do you choose to set your hope on, the way of the world’s wisdom, or the way laid out in God’s Word, Jesus Christ?  The choice is ours to make, every moment of every day which we have been given to spend in exile on this earth.
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